
 

 
 
 

CCIITTYY  OOFF  EELL  PPAASSOO  DDEE  RROOBBLLEESS  
“The Pass of the Oaks” 

  
 

 
 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
 

Tuesday, August 5, 2008     7:30 PM 
 

MEETING LOCATION:  PASO ROBLES LIBRARY/CITY HALL 
CONFERENCE CENTER, 1000 SPRING STREET 

 

PLEASE SUBMIT ALL CORRESPONDENCE FOR CITY COUNCIL PRIOR
TO THE MEETING WITH A COPY TO THE CITY CLERK 

 
 
7:30 PM – CONVENE REGULAR MEETING 
 
CALL TO ORDER – Downstairs Conference Center 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
INVOCATION– given by Pat Sheean 
 
ROLL CALL Councilmembers John Hamon, Duane Picanco, Fred Strong, and 

Mayor Frank Mecham; ABSENT:  Mayor Pro Tem Nemeth 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

• Norma Moye, Main Street Association, introduced new downtown business “Two Bird 
Bakery” 

• Robert Lewin, Cal Fire, Battalion Chief, presented an award to Kevin Taylor, in recognition of 
2007 service as Resource Unit Leader for Commitment and Leadership to CAL FIRE Incident 
Command Team 9 

• John Borst, requesting information on a city enterprise fund 
• Kathy Barnett 
• Dale Gustin 

 
AGENDA ITEMS TO BE DEFERRED (IF ANY) - None 
 
PRESENTATIONS– None 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS  

1. Appeal of Conditional Use Permit 07-001 (Applicant: Downtown Brew) 
R. Whisenand, Community Development Director 

The City Council considered an application filed by the Downtown Brewing Co, appealing 
conditions of approval associated with CUP Permit 07-001, located at 1108 Pine Street.  
(continued from July 1, 2008) 

Mayor Mecham opened the public hearing.  Speaking from the public was the applicant 
(Tim Hodge), Brian Williams, Mike Gibson (Chamber of Commerce), Eva Beck 
(Hotel Cheval), Mike Bazetti, Dale Gustin, Bob Duffy.  There were no further comments from 
the public, either written or oral, and the public discussion was closed. 

Councilmember Hamon, seconded by Councilmember Strong, moved to adopt Resolution No. 
08-104, approving the appeal with revised conditions that all entertainment activities shall be 
conducted indoors and shall end no later than 1:00 AM. 

Motion passed by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:  Hamon, Picanco, Strong, and Mecham 
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Nemeth 

Council adjourned for a 5-minute recess and reconvened at 8:30 PM. 

 

2. Gateway Design Standards 
R. Whisenand, Community Development Director 

The City Council considered Gateway Design Standards and the associated Negative 
Declaration.  (continued from May 6, 2008).  Additional comments received from North Coast 
Engineering were submitted at the meeting for Council consideration. 

Mayor Mecham opened the public hearing.  Speaking from the public was Dale Gustin, 
Kathy Barnett, and Larry Werner.  There were no further comments from the public, either 
written or oral, and the public discussion was closed. 

Councilmember Strong, seconded by Councilmember Hamon, moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 08-105, approving the Negative Declaration. 

Motion passed by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:  Hamon, Picanco, Strong, and Mecham 
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Nemeth 
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Councilmember Strong, seconded by Councilmember Hamon, moved to adopt Resolution No. 08-106 
approving the Gateway Design Standards, incorporating the comments received at tonight’s meeting 
regarding use of native, drought tolerant landscaping. 

Motion passed by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:  Hamon, Strong, and Mecham 
NOES:  Picanco 
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Nemeth 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

Mayor Mecham called for public comments on Consent Calendar items.  There were no 
comments from the public, either written or oral, and the public discussion was closed. 

 
3. Approve City Council minutes of July 10 and July 15, 2008 

4. Approve Warrant Register:  Nos. 78555—78633 (07/11/08), 78634—78822 (07/18/08),, 
78823-78937 (07/25/08), and Other Payroll Services 

5. Receive and file Advisory Body Committee minutes as follows:  
Citizens Airport Advisory Committee meeting of June 26, 2008 
Library Board of Trustees meeting of June 12, 2008 
Senior Citizens Advisory Committee meeting of June 9, 2008 

6. Receive and file the City’s written response to the recommendations included in the 2007-
2008 Nacimiento Water Project Grand Jury Report. 

7. Adopt Resolution No. 08-107 authorizing the City’s partnership with the Private Industry 
Council (PIC), and the Workforce Investment Board in hosting a North County Job Fair on 
September 18, 2008 to be held at the City Hall/Library Conference Center. 

8. Adopt Resolution No. 08-108 approving a contract with local radio station, KPRL, for 
advertising services in the amount of $14,280 related to the Transit System for Fiscal Year 
2009 

9. Adopt Resolution No. 08-109 to appropriate funds and authorizing purchase order to Pacific 
Waste Services in the amount not to exceed $31,000 for wood grinding and hauling services 
at the City’s Landfill operation, as required by the State Integrated Waste Management Board 
and the Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

10. Adopt Resolution No. 08-110 to receive and file the Final Transition Plan for compliance with 
the intent of the Americans with Disabilities Act accessibility guidelines, update target dates, 
and review budget allocation concurrent with the City budget review every two years. 

11. Adopt Resolution No. 08-111 authorizing the release of securities and acceptance of 
improvements resulting from the development of Tract 2745, located along the north side of 
Oak Hill Road, east of S. River Road (Applicant:  H & D Highlands, LLC). 

12. Adopt Resolution No. 08-112 allocating budget appropriations for projects to be 
accomplished with 2008 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds 

13. Adopt Resolution No. 08-113 to set the ad valorem tax rate for general obligation bond debt 
service for fiscal year 2009. 
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Consent Calendar Items Nos. 3-9, and 11-13 were approved on a single motion by Councilmember 
Hamon, seconded by Councilmember Strong, with Mayor Mecham abstaining on Warrant Register 
Items Nos. 078624, 078657 and 078776.   

Motion passed by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:  Hamon, Picanco, Strong, and Mecham 
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Nemeth 

Consent Calendar Item No. 10 was approved on a single motion by Councilmember Hamon, 
seconded by Councilmember Strong. 

Motion passed by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:  Hamon, Strong, and Mecham 
NOES:  Picanco 
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Nemeth 

DISCUSSION 

14. Request for Temporary Removal of Parking and Sidewalk at 
1244 Park Street (Hughes) 
R. Whisenand, Community Development Director 

The City Council considered a request to allow continued restriction of the use of parking and 
sidewalks located at 1244 Park Street.  John Falkenstien presented the staff report. 

Mayor Mecham opened the public hearing.  Speaking from the public was Warren Hamrick, 
representing the applicant, Mike Gibson, and Dale Gustin.  There were no further comments 
from the public, either written or oral, and the public discussion was closed. 

Councilmember Hamon, seconded by Mayor Mecham, moved to approve a request for continued 
restriction of the use of sidewalks adjacent to 1244 Park Street, subject to conditions for the 
construction and maintenance of a covered walkway and its removal, no later than the completion of 
construction or October 31, 2008, whichever occurs first. 

Motion failed by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:  Hamon, Mecham 
NOES:  Picanco, Strong 
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Nemeth 

Councilmember Hamon, seconded by Mayor Mecham, moved to adopt Resolution No. 08-114, 
approving a request for continued restriction of the use of sidewalks adjacent to 1244 Park Street, 
subject to conditions for the construction and maintenance of a covered walkway and its removal, no 
later than the completion of construction or October 15, 2008, whichever occurs first. 
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Motion passed by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:  Hamon, Picanco, Strong, and Mecham 
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Nemeth 

15. Economic Strategy-Positioning 
Brand Development 
J. App, City Manager 

The City Council approved a brand for the City of Paso Robles to assist promotional activities 
with the City’s tourism partners.  Stacie Jacob, member of the City’s Promotions Coordinating 
Committee (PCC) presented the committee’s recommendation. 

Mayor Mecham opened the public hearing.  Speaking from the public were members of the 
PCC, Matt Masia, Mike Gibson, Cathy David, Margaret Johnson, and Norma Moye.  Tom 
Hardwick and Kathy Barnett also spoke.  There were no further comments from the public, 
either written or oral, and the public discussion was closed. 

Councilmember Strong, seconded by Councilmember Picanco, moved to adopt the brand “Paso 
Robles – Authentic California” to assist promotional activities with the City’s tourism partners. 

Motion passed by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:  Picanco, Strong, and Mecham 
NOES:  Hamon 
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Nemeth 

16. Economic Strategy-2008/2009 Marketing Budget 
J. App, City Manager 

The City Council approved the Fiscal Year 2008/2009 Marketing Budget of $400,000, as 
established in the Fiscal Year 2007/2008 budget document. 

Mayor Mecham opened the public hearing.  Speaking from the public was Kathy Barnett.  
There were no further comments from the public, either written or oral, and the public 
discussion was closed. 

Councilmember Hamon, seconded by Councilmember Strong, moved to approve the Marketing 
budget as submitted; 

Motion passed by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:  Hamon, Picanco, Strong, and Mecham 
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Nemeth 
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17. Award of Membrane Filtration System for Water Treatment Plant 
D. Monn, Director of Public Works 

The City Council awarded the bid of the Membrane Filtration System contract to Siemens 
Water Technologies Corporation.  Consultant Christine Halley, with T. J. Cross Engineers, 
presented the staff report. 

Mayor Mecham opened the public hearing.  Speaking from the public was Tarn Victor, 
representing Pall Corporation, Karen Reed, John Kutilik, representing Siemens, and John 
Borst.  There were no further comments from the public, either written or oral, and the public 
discussion was closed. 

Councilmember Strong, seconded by Councilmember Hamon, moved to adopt Resolution No. 
08-115: 

1. appropriating $100,000 from Nacimiento Water Fund to Nacimiento 
Water Treatment Fund and authorizing the contract with Siemens 
Water Technologies Corporation in that amount, and  

2. authorizing assignment of the Stage II Work to the general contractor 
at the time of such award. 

Motion passed by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:  Hamon, Picanco, and Strong 
NOES:  Mecham 
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Nemeth 

18. Paso Robles Transit System Branding 
J. Throop, Director of Administrative Services 

The City Council approved the branding concepts for the Paso Robles Transit System.  
Jennifer Sorensen presented the staff report. 

Mayor Mecham opened the public hearing.  There were further comments from the public, 
either written or oral, and the public discussion was closed. 

Councilmember Hamon, seconded by Councilmember Strong, moved to adopt Resolution No. 08-116 
approving the new branding of the transit system to be named “Paso Express”. 

Motion passed by the following unanimous roll call vote: 

AYES:  Hamon, Picanco, Strong, and Mecham 
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Nemeth 

19. North County Operators Agreement for Federal Transportation Agency 
Funding 
J. Throop, Director of Administrative Services 

The City Council approved an Operators’ Agreement, making SLORTA the new FTA 5307 
Funds grantee recipient, relieving the City of the administrative burden.  SLORTA is currently 
the recipient of other federal grant programs; consolidating the two grant programs under 
SLORTA allows for economy of scale.  Jennifer Sorensen presented the staff report. 

Mayor Mecham opened the public hearing.  There were further comments from the public, 
either written or oral, and the public discussion was closed. 
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Councilmember Strong, seconded by Councilmember Picanco, moved to adopt Resolution No. 
08-117 approving a new Operators Agreement 

Motion passed by the following unanimous roll call vote: 

AYES:  Hamon, Picanco, Strong, and Mecham 
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Nemeth 

20. Investment Policy – Annual Review 
Michael J. Compton, City Treasurer 

For the City Council to undertake the annual review of the City’s Investment Policy.  Jim App 
presented the staff report. 

Mayor Mecham opened the public hearing. There were further comments from the public, 
either written or oral, and the public discussion was closed. 

By General Consent and voice vote the City Council moved to receive and file the annual review 
report of the Investment Policy 

COUNCIL COMMENTS (Including oral reports on conferences attended) - None 

ADJOURNMENT: 

• BIENNIAL AB1234 (ETHICS) TRAINING, AT 2:00 PM, MONDAY, AUGUST 11, 
2008 AT THE LIBRARY/CITY HALL CONFERENCE CENTER, 1000 SPRING 
STREET 

• THE JOINT PLANNING COMMISSION/CITY COUNCIL BREAKFAST MEETING 
AT 7:00 AM, FRIDAY, AUGUST 15, 2008 AT THE TOUCH OF PASO 
RESTURANT, PASO ROBLES 

• THE REGULAR MEETING AT 7:30 PM ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2008, AT 
THE LIBRARY/CITY HALL CONFERENCE CENTER, 1000 SPRING STREET 

Submitted: 
 
  
Deborah D. Robinson, Deputy City Clerk 
Approved: 

THESE MINUTES ARE NOT OFFICIAL OR A PERMANENT 
PART OF THE RECORDS UNTIL APPROVED BY THE CITY 

COUNCIL AT A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING.
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